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Taking Charge of Rot using WOT ROT Repair Kits
Dry Rot in timber is a problem that has the potential to affect all boats as it sets up home when moisture in timber enables Rot spores to establish and begin their trail of destruction.  The only way to prevent this is to seal all surfaces of timber in at least two and preferably three coats of Epoxy resin.  Thereby, creating a moisture barrier which is the most waterproof coating available at 95 to 99% waterproof depending on the finish achieved.  Unfortunately, in older boats Epoxy was not available to seal all surfaces and in modern yachts, commercially manufactured, it would be prohibitive cost wise to seal all timber onboard with epoxy resin, therefore rot has the potential to occur on all boats sooner or later.

To assist boat owners in resolving Rot affected areas onboard, DRIVE Marine Services has developed the WOT ROT Repair Kit and an information sheet on how to deal with rot.  The technique for carrying out a repair on rot affected timber varies depending on the extent of the damaged area, whether it is a structural section or a clear finish is desired when the repair is completed.  The key component of the kit is Timber Preservative & Reactive Dilutant Agent (TPRDA) which was developed by BoatCraft Pacific for adding to the first coat of Epoxy Resin when coating timber.  It enables the Epoxy to penetrate more effectively into the surface of timber (ask us for a copy of our brochure on Timber Saturation).  It also has a significant amount of fungicide added which will kill rot spores it comes in contact with, thereby making it effective in eliminating rot in effected timber and sealing the timber to prevent further degradation.
DRIVE’s brochure describes four techniques for repairing Rot affect timber with the easiest being a Cosmetic Repair where the damage is superficial / shallow (Furry Timber).  BOTE-COTE Epoxy resin with the addition of TPRDA is poured onto the surface of the damaged area and allowed to soak in until the area is saturated.  The next technique is to Fill & Seal the Rotten Timber which is used where the area is not too large or is difficult to replace the rot affected timber.  A sharp implement is used to determine the extent of rot as it will easily penetrate until solid timber is contacted.  Epoxy with TPRDA added, is then injected into the holes until the rotten timber becomes saturated and will absorb no more epoxy resin.  The other two techniques involve removing all of the rot then filling with thickened epoxy or removing and replacing the timber.
DRIVE Marine Services is the BoatCraft Pacific agent in NSW and their Range of products covers all aspects of boatbuilding and Boat Restoration, so they are bound to have a solution that meets your requirement. 
An important service offered by DRIVE is technical assistance with Australian factory backup.  They are only a phone call or email away if you strike problems or are not sure on the next step of your project.  For more information, contact DRIVE Marine Services at stand 716 - 717 or Dave 0412 366 998 / Scott on 0413 400 124.
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For a Comprehensive Range of Boat Building requirements including

Bote Cote Epoxies,   Fillers,   Pour-on-Gloss Decoupage Coating,   COP-R-BOTE Epoxy Antifouling,   AQUACOTE Polyurethane Coatings,   PURBOND Waterproof Single Pack Glue,   TREDGRIP Rubberised non-slip Paint,   Glass & Carbon Reinforcing Fabrics,   FERONITE Rust converter and Primer,   Marine, Proof & Aircraft Plywoods,   NIDAPLAST Composites,   S/S & Bronze Fasteners 
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