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Office of Maritime Communications
Operators of Marine Radios – do you know the correct terms and procedures to use in an emergency situation? 

Know what is required; you may help to save a life! 

Who is the Office of Maritime Communications (OMC)?

The OMC is part of the Australian Maritime College (AMC), Australia’s national centre for maritime training, education and research, located in Launceston, Tasmania.
OMC was established on the 1st July 2002 to administer the management of Maritime Examination and Certificate Services. As a delegate of the Australian Communications & Media Authority (ACMA) the OMC is the only body in Australia that can award the MF/HF and VHF marine radio operator’s qualifications.

What qualification do I need to operate the VHF radio on my vessel? 
Operators of a VHF marine radio are required under the Radiocommunications ACT 1992 to hold an operator’s certificate of proficiency.

What are the penalties?

Operating a VHF marine radio without holding a certificate of proficiency or being under the supervision of an appropriately qualified person, may be breaching the Radiocommunications Act. 

Why do I need a certificate of proficiency? 

A marine radio is a useless piece of equipment unless you know how to use it properly. By knowing the correct emergency terms and procedures you are assisting everyone involved in a rescue situation and potentially saving lives (maybe even your own).
How do I obtain a certificate of proficiency?

Visit our staff at the Sydney Boat Show 2009. They would love to chat about how to obtain a certificate of proficiency.  
Pick up a pamphlet, promotional items, and/or purchase our Marine Radio VHF Radio Operators Handbook. The handbook is the study guide recommended to assist candidates in preparation for the half hour, 25 multi-choice question examination. 
Examinations are conducted under the supervision of an invigilator (supervisor), and may be taken either on an independent basis or as part of a course offered by a training provider. 
Handbook order forms and information on how to obtain a certificate of proficiency are available on the OMC website www.amcom.amc.edu.au, or phone 1300 365 262.
Contact: Suzanne or Elizabeth
Locked Bag 1394

Launceston, Tasmania 7250

Phone 1300 365 262

Email amcom@amc.edu.au
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